
Highlights for the 147th Session of Synod (Synod 2017) 
Prepared by the Reverend Tom Henderson, Assistant Secretary 
  
Day 1 – Thursday, 25 May 2017 
  
Call to order and prayer by Bishop Ron Cutler at 1:03 p.m.  Bishop’s opened with an acknowledgment 
that we are meeting on lands covered by the treaties of peace and friendship by the Crown and the 
aboriginal peoples, the Mi’kmaq and Maliseet people.  
  
Report of credentials read by Edith Marshall, quorum met. 
  
Worship at synod was organized by the Reverend Lori Ramsay and St. John’s Church, Truro.  Opening 
prayers and scripture involved members of synod from across the diocese.  
  
First resolutions passed with little comment and included loyalty to the queen, greetings to the Anglican 
Communion, courtesies of the house to ecumenical visitors, and receiving reports.  
  
Bishop’s began his charge with asking for prayers for the Reverend Michael Mitchell and the family of the 
late Heather Granger, wife of the Reverend Fred Granger.  The title of the talk was “Know who you 
are?”  Anglicans sometimes face challenges with identity.  We often define ourselves in terms of what we 
are not.   However, there is a broad range of worship within the Anglican Communion.   The good news 
of the gospel is offered with no alternative motive beyond its sharing.  Mission is in our being, doing, and 
living.  The only reason we exist is to do evangelism.  Two people gave personal testimonials: Jessie 
Bower and Victoria Henrikson. Table discussion was about sharing the faith. 
  
Several resolutions came to the floor in the afternoon.  Resolution 5 to amend Canon 1 with Electoral 
Synods carried.  Resolution 6 to amend Canon 1, Section 6 (4) with regards to calling an electoral synod 
was tabled for consideration by Diocesan Council and the garnering of expert advice. Resolution 8 to 
amend Canon 38 passed.   After much discussion and three amendments, Resolution 10 to amend Canon 
20, Regions and Regional Deans, Section E, and Guidelines respecting Regional Deans, Section C, passed. 
  
Thursday evening was spent reflecting on the first of two votes at General Synod to amend the marriage 
canon in 2016.   Presentation by and interview with our diocesan members of the Marriage Commission, 
the Reverend Paul Friesen and the Reverend Paul Jennings.  Discussions at the tables.  

 

Day 2 – Friday, 26 May 2017 
 
Opened with prayers at 9 a.m. 
   
Bishop’s Charge, part 2, “Know who you serve”.  Bob Dylan once sang, “You are going to serve 
somebody. It may be the devil.  It may be the Lord.   But you are going to serve 
somebody.”   Remember that baptism represents our profession: we serve, not ourselves, but serve God 
through Jesus Christ.   Too often the God we serve is one made in our own image.  Christ’s way is the 
way of the cross.  On the vertical dimension, we promise to trust and obey God and on the horizontal 
dimension, we seek to serve the wider community.  It is sometimes easier to demonstrate than to explain 
why we do these actions.  Focus on the wider purpose as to why we worship.  Authenticity is shown in 



what we do: more than just a bounded duty and service, but foremost a joy and passion.  As Pope 
Francis recently said to the Roman Catholic bishops of Quebec, "Go out now, share the gospel, it may get 
messy.”  An observer of the activities at the CLAY gathering in PEI in 2016 asked, ‘who are you people 
and why are you doing this?’ The simple answer is because we serve a God of love.  If it is not about 
love, it is not worth doing.  
  
Testimonials were given by Georgina Grancelli and Carol Macdonald. 
  
Morning presentations included PWRDF (profiling Chris Pharo’s trip to Tanzania and the Diocese of 
Manasi), Building Healthy Leadership, and AST.      
    
Resolution 7 to repeal Canon 19, Diocesan Book Room, passed.  
  
Ballots were distributed and collected for voting for General Synod, provincial synod, and youth delegates 
for Diocesan Council.    
  
The afternoon session began with prayer, one with a Rogation theme.  The Environment Network had 
pumpkin seedlings for distribution among members.  
  
Certificates were given for clergy who mark 25th and 50th anniversaries of ordination.  Also remembered 
were those members of synod who died since the last synod.  
  
Afternoon presentations included Growth for Ministry Fund, St. Nicholas Family Grounds and @5 Program 
(bringing spirituality into your family life), slide show about MORE Mission School, the work of the ACW, 
Youth and Family VSST (eg. Connect workshops, TEC, DYC), the Vital Church Maritime Conference, story 
of St. Mark’s Church in Halifax, and the Refugee Sponsorship Task Group.   
  
Ecumenical guests and clergy of the military ordinate extended their greetings and salutations.   
  
Resolution 12 to amend Canon 35, Parish Government, Sections 17 and 20, with regards to annual 
meetings, was passed in two parts after a friendly amendment and a motion to divide.  
  
Resolution 11 to amend 35, Parish Government, Section 8, with regards to Parish Council (about the 
number of wardens), with three friendly amendments, was defeated. 
  
Resolution 13, Resolution to amend Canon 3, Appointment of Administrator, was passed.  
  
Resolution 15 has been withdrawn.  
  
The day concluded with a Holy Eucharist and renewal of vows at the Cathedral Church of All Saints in 
celebration of the Feast of the Ascension.  
  

 

Day 3 – Saturday, 27 May 2017 
 
Open with prayer at 9:03 a.m.  



Bishop’s Charge, part 3, “Know that it matters.”  We’ve moved away from a Christendom model where 
the church once had hands on the lever of power.  That model created a comfort zone where we assume 
people will come to us.  That is behind us.  This is not necessarily a bad thing: as the primate of the 
Episcopal Church has stated, “our best days may be ahead of us”.  Jesus didn’t die for a bigger 
church.  He died for a new earth, a new heaven, and a transformation.   Our vision ought to be seen 
through the commission of the Great Commandment, love of God and love of neighbour: to make 
connections between an expression of faith and the needs of the world.  There is a difference between 
leading and management: leading is about risk and imagination while management is about maintaining 
the current situation.    Different approaches are required for the road ahead, starting with the 
recognition of baptismal ministries: looking to strengthen the work of lay ministries, the diaconate, to 
change the focus from maintenance to mission in the allotment, to be sensitive to how we as a church 
impacts on the environment, to be active in community development particularly in rural areas, to 
emphasize Christian formation, and to recognize in others something of value.  Reconciliation is not about 
restoration, it is about transformation.  
 
Morning testimonials by Reid Moore and Bruce Caldwell.  
 
Building Healthy Parishes reminded delegates to use and share their faith sharing cards and where 
various congregational resources could be found.  
 
After much discussion, Resolution 14 on Canon 37, Parochial Financials, Lotteries, and Raffles, vote by 
orders, was passed in both houses. 
 
A presentation was given by Elaine Young about Alpha (a series to reach a new generation). 
 
A Report was given by Carl Fraser on the Allotment Task Group and the proposal to move from 
maintenance to mission.  
 
Election results were announced for delegates to General Synod, Provincial Synod, and youth to Diocesan 
Council.  
 
Questions that were submitted from the floor were answered by the bishop.  
 
Motion to accept reports, approved.  
 
Motion to approve the committee for the review of minutes, passed.  
 
Motion to destroy ballots of Synod, passed. 
 
The Bishop finished proceedings noting appreciation to those who helped out at Synod. 
 
Closed with Eucharist.  
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